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forms below mind; it emerges in mind; and it shall ascend into
yet superior forms beyond mind. For the existence which
manifests itself in them is conscious Being.

The fundamental difference between Matter and Spirit lies
in the fact that matter is the culmination of the principle of
ignorance, blindness and mechanical movement. Philosophers
siding with materialism may ask how the Being changes into
matter, or, in other words, how consciousness turns into Matter.
The reply is that. here consciousness has lost and forgotten itself
in a form of its work, as a man might forget his very existence,
his self-awareness, in extreme absorption, forget not only who
he is but that he exists at all, and become for that moment the
work itself and the force that does the work. Thus when
consciousness develops in Matter, it is the Consciousness which
had lost itself, returning again to itself, emerging out of its long
forgetfulness slowly but surely as a Life which is first in the
pre-sentient stage, then half sentient, sentient, and finally
struggling again to become directly self-conscious, free, infinite
and immortal.
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